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1. No one type of signal ozora.tion is in use in the Ozechoslovakian Railway (CSD),
Most main lines have fully automatic signal equipment, but there ls slsc some
hand=cperated blook signal equipment in operation on some stretches cf main
1ine ss well as on sscondary lines, Branch lines usually have hand operated

glgnals,

24 Before World War II Ogesh signal equipment was the best in eastern Iurope, and
better than most of that in use on the German rd.ilwo.im, because 1t waa newar.
AMmogt all of it wae first quality equipment, built in domestlc Czeah plants
between Vorld War I and II, However much of this tquigmnt wae deptroyed in
World Wer II, and the laok of it imposed serious restrictlons on railway traffic
capacity, Tﬂia diffioulty hee been largely solved on most of the majar lines,
chiefly by the "vandalism" (dlemantling or o;m:lba.:.hini) of equipment on seconw

_ dary lines, perticularly lines that served little Soviei~interest traflio, Thus,
“the system is able to ocope with irtlln‘b loads of trafflo, but shortage cf algmal
equipment remains e sericus limitetion on mg‘srut increase in trefilc levels,

. For example, only helf the mignel equigmnt 8 been restored in the mail yards
at the major Junotion of Cheb, Inbound trafflo has somplete signal serviae, btut
out=hound trelfio is controlled mmallz. Switohes muat be opened by awlitchmen
on foot at the point, who communioste with the swltch tower by hand sigrals, and
ococaelonally by messenger, Although this is an ineffiolent system of optrl.{'-ian,
the 'Cheb. station iz able nevertheless to handle moye than 200 traine per day.
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fizeeh industiry 1s capable of producing all the signal equipment the CSD can fore-
ibly require, only time and priorities for materlals are needed. I have no knowledge
of USSR signal eguipment or opera‘t;inlgJ procedures. I do not believe that the CSD sig-
nal system will be converted to the USSR system, elther in types of equipment or
methods of operation., One reason for this opinion is the basic difference in double-
track operation: the CSD trains run on the left hand track, and in the JSSR trains
run on the right hand track., To convert to any USSR signal system, the entire signel
system would have to be re-installed on all doublewtrack lines in Czechoslovakia,
Further there is no need for conversion} when the Soviets cameinto Czechoslovekia
they assigned a Soviet train-dispatcher (Fahrdiensileiter) to each Czech dispatcher.
whose duty was to observe the Czech until he understood the system well enough to 50X1

control 1t, |
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